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Being Asian Is More Than Makeup And A Tan

R

Awvatar: The Last Airbender is a show desply rooted in Asian/dnuit
culture and rmythology, Paramount Pictures has casted the 3 leads
ol ils live aclion adaptation with Caucasian actars! The actors will be
placad in wigs and make up 1o appeaar Asian and Inuil, The practios of
blackface, which is placing Caucasians in make up to appear African
American, is universally condemned, but vet vellowface seems fo be
parfectly acceptabla,

The casting of minonties as axiras whiks the 3 principle leads as Cau-
cagians anky lurthers the idea Asians are nol significant in a story based
o their own culture! This practice starded in the 1530's with a Swedish
actor playing Charlie Chan and now it confinues i the 215t centuny.

Yol miay want to believe it was the bast actors that recalvad thess
pards, or colorblind casting & the bast way 1o choose the aclors, Wy
are characlers’ race ahvays ignored when hey are minorilies ol yel
Batman, King Arhur, Hamy Potter, or Julius Cesar are always casted
white? I it was colorblind casting why ask for Caucasians first when thea
casting call sheats for the 3 leads want aut for this movie?

A mythalogy reprasents a systerm of belials and aspirations for a
cullure and race, The heroes of thasa rmyvihologies are the embodiment
of the hopes and dreams of a people.  Avatar represents the viewpoint
of Asian and Inuit cultures. How can it not be considered offensive o
say the saviors of these mythologies are always Caucasian? The Last
Sarrurai, Draganball, and The Farbidden Kingdorm ara recent examples,
When have you seen Hercules, Wyall Earp, or 007 castad with an
Asian? How many minorities did vou see in the main cast for Lord of
the Ringsy Why is it different when dealing with Asian nythologies?

All'we are asking for is fair representation.  How can wa as a country
say blackiace is wrong bul yellowlace is scceplable? How can we as a
country expase our children o something that will tell them Caucasians
in make up are better Asians than Asians® How can we as a country
wote for change but et still treat Asians and MNative Americans as
mvisibla paopks?

Pleasa da nat be par of the prablem and boyeoll this maviel
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